
Hub

Teresa Williams



2

Hub is a series of images created as Northamptonshire Music and Performing Arts Trust marks its fiftieth 
anniversary in 2019; and in recognition of the very many peripatetic teachers who have taught music to 
thousands of children across the county of Northamptonshire for half a century. 
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At the heart of this work is the sentiment expressed in the following paragraph from one of the programme notes from the 1980s:

“The Northamptonshire Music School is not just a building in Northampton, it includes 13 centres throughout the county making music available as 
widely as possible. Most players begin their musical experiences as a result of the teaching provided by members of the instrumental teaching 
teams in the county.”
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About the work

The initial concept to explore peripatetic teaching spaces in some of Northampton’s schools developed after realising the extent of history in what is sometimes referred 
to as the John Clare building. From that point onwards the building itself became integral to the project; in particular its rooms, corridors, instrument cupboards, archives 
and library. Paper records that span fifty years and unchanged views from windows reside amongst more contemporary decor and modernisation. On sunny days the light 
pours in through large windows, highlighting accented colours and creating beautiful shadows, some of which I tried to capture within the final images. It’s not difficult 
to imagine numerous musicians experiencing the same beautiful light and views over the years. 

Close up photographs of vibrantly coloured walls and soft furnishings provide background colour and texture to the images. The patterns and imperfections of chair 
coverings, blinds and displays were not removed from photographs, to retain authenticity. 

Hub connects what is seen (the building) to what is not (people); through the suggestion that personal experiences connect through time and place. In this work, the 
individual, solitary response is abandoned in favour of collective memories.

The series consists of digitally manipulated montages alongside photographs ‘straight out of the camera’. The photomontages were composed using digital photographs of 
place and object, alongside scanned and photographed archival records.  I took all of them in 2019 in NMPAT’s Victorian school house centre as the organisation 
celebrated its 50th anniversary, with the purpose of making a series to mark this event.  As a music teacher I regularly meet peripatetic teachers, who with many 
others have collectively enabled thousands of children to access and enjoy music lessons over the past five decades. Acknowledging the work they do and the spaces 
they teach in was a major aim of this project. 

With the Bauhaus centenary in the same year as NMPAT’s half-centenary, this series places significant emphasis on the Bauhaus characteristics of shape, form and 
design; and  underpins sensory connections between music and art.  It references Bauhaus artists, Dada photomontage and Musique Concrète. 

My hope is that through these images I have been able to succeed in capturing the heart and soul of this special organisation.
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images © teresa williams 2019

email: tlwills@gmail.com

website: teresawilliamsphotography.com

instagram: teresa_williams__

facebook: https://www.facebook.com/teresawilliamsimages/
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